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TRANSFORMATIONS IN MODERN ARCHITECTURE AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

Transformations in Modern Architecture , an exhibition on view at The Cleveland 
Museum of Art from December 19, 1979, through January 27, 1980, surveys the 
architectural developments of the past two decades as seen in the work of more 
than 300 architects around the world. Organized by Arthur Drexler, director of the 
Department of Architecture and Design at the Museum of Modern Art in New York, the 
exhibition consists of large black and white photographs and color transparencies 
of more than 400 buildings and shows the range of styles and forms used by 
contemporary architects. 

Included are buildings by Edward Larrabee Barnes; Marcel Breuer; Philip Johnson 
and John Burgee; I. M. Pei; Cesar Pelli; John Portman; Skidmore, Owings, & Merrill; 
and Venturi & Rauch, as well as many less well known architects. 

The exhibition shows how contemporary architecture has evolved out of the 
aesthetic principles of both modem architecture and its predecessors. The tendency 
of many of the earlier architectural styles to emphasize decorative elements through 
the use of trims, moldings, applied sculptures and reliefs, and ornate windows 
and doors was rejected by the proponents of modern architecture as they developed 
a new aesthetic thirty to forty years ago. Their basic premise was that the form 
and structure of a building derive directly from its function and the characteristics 
of the materials used in its construction. The clean, unbroken, functional line 
became a major architectural design element. 

However, over the past twenty years there has been a renewed interest in the 
use of non-structural and non-*essential design elements--an interest that exhibition 
organizer Arthur Drexler says continued to exist throughout the modern architectural 
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period. "Modern architecture is a great deal more varied than our daily experience 
is likely to suggest," states Drexler. He believes that the history of architecture 
during the past twenty years includes the sorting out, developing, and transforming 
of possibilities implicit in modern architecture. 

Transformations in Modem Architecture is divided into three major categories: 
architecture as sculptural form, architecture as structural form, and vernacular 
or regionalist architecture. 

Sculptural form in architecture derives from post-World War II interpretations 
of cubism and expressionism, as well as the work of Le Corbusier, which led the way 
toward a new architectural preoccupation with mass; weight; rough textures; and 
deliberately crude workmanship, often identified as "Brutalism." 

Regionalist or vernacular architecture is characterized by the use of natural 
materials, a tendency toward small scale, and the presence of a visible roof as a 
primary design element. Regionalist designs are often prompted by climate and 
available materials as in Cape Cod cottages or Mexican patio houses. 

Structural form in architecture relates to what the architect Mies van der 
Rohe called "skin and bones" architecture: a steel or concrete skeleton covered by 
a glass or metal skin. Structure is relied upon to communicate aesthetic visual 
information, without regard to a building's intended use. An example of structural 
form in contemporary architecture is the "mirror" building which uses tinted, 
reflecting glass for its "skin." The "mirror" building communicates little or no 
information about its use but displays a new dimension of architectural aesthetics 
through the abstraction created by its reflective skin. A section of the exhibition 
is devoted to poster-sized color transparencies of "mirror" buildings. 

In addition to these three divisions, another part of the exhibition explores 
the use of details, including windows, colonnades and roofs, walls into roofs, 
parapets, earth, and detachable parts. 
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The exhibition also examines, in some detail, the work of three architects whom 
Arthur Drexler feels have made significant contributions to architecture in the 
past twenty years; Louis Kahn, James Stirling, and Robert Venturi. There is 
also a small section of the exhibition which focuses on the use of fragments from 
the past and historicizing in architecture. 

A catalog by Arthur Drexler accompanies the exhibition and is available for 
$14.95 at the Museum Sales Desk. A special guest lecture for members will be 
presented by Arthur Drexler at the Transformations in Modern Architecture members' 
preview on Tuesday, December 18, 1979. On Sunday, January 13, 1980, at 3:30 pm, 

Allan Temko, Art and Architecture Critic of the San Francisco Chronicle , will present 
a free guest lecture open to the public on provocative problems in contemporary 
architecture. Gallery talks for Transformations in Modem Architecture are 
scheduled daily at 1:30 pm from Wednesday, December 19, through Sunday, December 23. 

In addition, an art film series begins on December 19 (shown at 12:30 and 7:00 pm), 
complementing the exhibit and examining several views of the city, the impact of 
skyscrapers on urban life, and the work of several innovative and influential 
contemporary architects. It will run through the end of February. Beginning 
January 9, 1980, a series of three slide-lectures, Wednesday afternoons at 2:15 pm, 
will be offered by the Museum, focusing on the stylistic, functional, and technological 
innovations intrinsic to modern and post-modern architecture. 

Transformations in Modern Architecture has been made possible through the 
generous support of The Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts 
and PPG Industries Foundation. The Cleveland showing is assisted by a grant from 
the Ohio Arts Council. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact Les Moyse, Public Relations 

Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 
216/421-7340. 


